Press Declaration
We, reporters, analysts, publicists and representatives of the Associations of Journalists in Albania, are very concerned about the recent situation of the media freedom in Albania, following the escalation of the government economic pressure towards the media. 
We would like to raise the awareness of the local and international public opinion regarding an unprecedented act that goes beyond any common sense of tax authority: A penalty of 12 million EURO imposed on the Top Channel TV Station. 
We are supportive of our colleagues who work at Top Channel and strongly contest such an act by clearly interpreting it not only as an absurd measure of the taxation administration. It is unfortunate to find out that this action and mindset, following a number of other measures against Top Channel, is a danger and a hit for all the Albanian media in general. This is a threat to the undertakers in the media field, a threat to the freedom of speech for all the community of journalists, analysts, founders of the Albanian media who are directly exposed to the governmental economic pressure, as long as their media companies are economically jeopardized by the arbitrary actions of the government and its administration. 

We believe that the way in which the government imposes itself through the taxation authorities - which have applied such a huge penalty, are inconceivable for any common sense approach to any kind of business in Albania, particularly when it is the case of an extremely difficult and specific undertaking as that in the media field – are a direct threat to the freedom of expression in Albania. 

On the other hand, evaluating the extreme importance that media has in a democratic society we believe that the same threat to the democratic freedoms in the country is looming large. 

We are highly interested in the achievement of the rule of law and order in this country and believe that under the disguise of these campaigns and such acts (as the 12 million euro fine on one of the biggest TV channels in the country), the government is using the taxation authorities as an instrument of its pleasing against the media free undertaking. The very fact that this latest act comes against a media which has criticized and opposed the government as it is entitled to exercise the right to inform, makes us believe that it is not the execution of law on the bases of these absurd and dangerous acts, but the hit of critic media or its intimidation. 
We think that the economic pressure towards the media is now, especially after 17 years of democracy and as it follows other failed pressure attempts on the free press, the main means through which a government can put pressure to the media and hit at the heart of its freedom. 
We demand the immediate invalidation of this fine as well as the termination of such totally arbitrary actions. We appeal for the creation of a cooperation spirit between the media and government in order to strengthen the freedom of mass media and to ensure a legal framework for the existence of mass media in Albania.

Should you feel the same concern on this situation, please show your solidarity by means of this petition. 
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